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Our Commitment to Beat Coronavirus 
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We are rapidly screening our 
vast global libraries of 
medicines to identify potential 
treatments and have numerous 
clinical trials underway to test 
new and existing therapies

We are expanding our unique 
manufacturing capabilities and 
sharing available capacity to ramp 
up production once a successful 
medicine or vaccine is developed

We are dedicating our top 
scientists and using our 
investments in new 
technologies to speed the 
development of safe and 
effective vaccines

We are sharing the learnings 
from clinical trials in real time 
with governments and other 
companies to advance the 
development of additional 
therapies

We are collaborating with 
government agencies, hospitals, 
doctors and others to donate 
supplies and medicines to help 
those affected around the world

We are working with governments 
and insurers to ensure that when 
new treatments and vaccines are 
approved they will be available and 
affordable for patients



Developing Treatments and Vaccines to Fight COVID-19

3

There are 1772 clinical trials under way 
across the globe for vaccinations and treatments.

Clinical Trials

Investigating Vaccines

Investigating Therapies

1772
157

1615
Data as of 3/5/2020

Source: World Health Organization International Clinical Trials Registry Platform (ICTRP)



We are in a New Era of Medicine Where 
Breakthrough Science is Transforming Patient Care
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53 New Medicines Were Approved by the FDA in 2020

Prescription Medicines: Costs in Context www.phrma.org/cost

Cancer death rate posts biggest 
one-year drop ever

Newly approved drug being 
called ‘game changer’ for people 
who suffer from hemophilia

Reasons for hope: the drugs, 
tests and tactics that may 
conquer coronavirus

Cancer Death Rate Game Changer Coronavirus Vaccine

Source: US FDA. Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER) Advancing Health through Innovation. 2020 New Drug Approvals. 
Note: Due to lack of data availability, novel approvals are not inclusive of medicines approved by the Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research (CBER) in 2020.
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Negotiating power is increasingly concentrated among
fewer pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs).

Top 3
Market Share:

74%

21%

33%

20%

36% OptumRx (UnitedHealthGroup)

CVS Health (Caremark)

Express Scripts

All Other
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Insurers and PBMs Have a Lot of 
Leverage to Hold Down Medicine Costs

Insurers determine:

FORMULARY
if a medicine is covered

TIER PLACEMENT
patient cost sharing

ACCESSIBILITY
utilization management through 
prior authorization or fail first

PROVIDER INCENTIVES
preferred treatment guidelines 
and pathways

Prescription Medicines: Costs in Context www.phrma.org/cost

Source: Drug Channels Institute, March 2020.
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Patients Face Rising Out-of-pocket Costs for 
Medicines and Other Barriers to Care

The use of four or more cost-sharing tiers is 
becoming more common on employer plans

Percent of plans with 
deductibles

on prescription drugs

Prescription Medicines: Costs in Context www.phrma.org/cost

23%

52%

2012 2017

4%
7%

11%
14%

23% 23%

44% 45%
48%

2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2020

Source: PWC, KFF



Many of America’s Biopharmaceutical Companies Are Expanding 
Their Assistance Programs To Help More People

The Medicine Assistance Tool (MAT) 
is a web platform designed to help 
patients, caregivers and health care 
providers learn more about some of 
the resources available to assist in 
affording their medicines.

950+

www.MAT.org
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public and 
private programs

https://mat.org/
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Policies That Help Patients Pay Less

$
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Questions? 
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