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Texas HIV Medication Advisory Committee(link is external) advises in the development of 

procedures and guidelines for the Texas HIV Medication Program, reviews program's goals and 

aims, evaluates ongoing efforts, and recommends short-range and long-range goals and objectives. 

• Natalie Vanek - Committee Chair  

Houston, Texas Term expires 2020 

• Frank Rosas - Committee Vice-Chair  

San Antonio, Texas Term expires 2022 

• Margaret Adjei  

San Antonio, Texas Term expires 2022 

• Ogechika Karl Alozie  

El Paso, Texas Term expires 2022 

• Gloria Heresi  

Houston, Texas Term expires 2024 

• Lionel Hillard  

Dallas, Texas Term expires 2022 

 

• Susana Lazarte  

Dallas, Texas Term expires 2020 

• Nancy Miertschin  

Houston, Texas Term expires 2024 

• Ray Moore  

Granbury, Texas Term expires 2024 

• Yolanda Rodriguez-Escobar  

San Antonio, Texas Term expires 2024 

• Demetra Tennison  

Austin, Texas Term expires 2024 

 

 

 

Call to Order, Welcome and Opening Remarks – Natalie Vanek, M.D., Committee Chair.  

The meeting was called to order by the Chair.   

 

Logistical Announcement and Roll Call – Sallie Allen, Advisory Committee Coordination Office, 

HHSC.  A quorum was established.  

 

Consideration of January 29, 2021 and April 30, 2021, meeting minutes.  The 

minutes were approved as written.  

 

Department of State Health Services Updates – Imelda Garcia, MPH Associate 

Commissioner.  

• The program was moved back under Ms. Garcia 

• Pharmacy Branch reports now directly to the division 

• Internal Audit Report was released, and they are working to address the 73 

recommendations 

• $36 million was appropriated by the Conference Committee and additional GR was provided 

for the medications program 

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/hivstd/meds/advise.shtm
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• We have to look at client growth and cost growth.  Cost containment measures may have to 

occur.  

• We are in a holding pattern on the spend down 

• Changes to rider 26 expands upon insurance purchasing but this was struck by the 

legislature but some of the provisions in the rider will be moving forward for transparency.  

 

Questions/Answers/Comments 

Will TIAP still be offered (Insurance Assistance)? DSHS stated that the intent is to honor those 

already in the program, but no expansion is anticipated. If HRSA agrees then they may extend the 

grace period.  

 

TB/HIV/STD Section Updates - Felipe Rocha, MSSW, Director TB/HIV/STD Section (THMP 

Budget report and Moving Forward Together meeting summary) 
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Questions/Answers/Comments 

 

Does this consider cost and client growth?  DSHS stated that this has sufficient funding for 2022.  

Opportunities for supplement funding will be available as well.  

 

This is a good budget report compared to those in the past.  

 

We are operating under a “Just in time model” and as such we do not keep stockpiles of inventory on 

the shelf.  

 

The CDC numbers for HIV in Harris County are down and is this the experience across the state?  

DSHS stated that the Texas numbers are different.  2020 was strange because of COVID.  

 

 

THMP Update - Rules change, Projections and demographic information, Long-

lasting injection medication update. Rachel Sanor, THMP Manager 
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Questions/Answers/Comments 

 

Every year except 2020 the cost tracked along with prescriptions.  In 2020 the cost was up but the 

prescriptions were down. DSHS stated that the COVID response skewed the data.  

 

Backlog of ADAP applications.  DSHS stated that there is a back log in the program and the self-

attestations are still processing.  The back log should be taken care of.   

 

People do not know their medications are being with-held until they get to the pharmacy.  DSHS 

stated this is a concern and they are working on the issue.  Self-attestations are being certified by 

staff and there is a need for additional staff.  The C OVID extension ends at the end of next month. 
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Procedure for Election of New Officers – Sallie Allen, Advisory Committee Coordination 

Office, HHSC.  The HHSC committee standard procedures were reviewed for the election of officers 

next meeting.  

 

Sub-Committee Reports ( Formulary Sub-committee – Natalie Vanek, M.D; Governance/Data – 

Nancy Miertschin; Eligibility – Frank Rosas).  There appeared to be a lack of preparation for these 

presentations.  

 

Formulary: The presentation was muffled and could not be understood.  They talked about a pilot 

project and left it on the table.  They discussed medication suspension for the ten medications 

suspended. They discussed a provision of three-month supply to prepare people for the transition.  

They were still waiting for the program funding information and as such suspended the 90 program.   

 

Governance/Data: There have been three meetings. On May 28th they developed a statement and 

streamlining the certification form online, and that is ready to go. There was discussion about 

budget issues and preparing for new members. They received numerous updates. The pharmacy 

warehouse budget was discussed.  Different items that were updated today at the meeting were 

requested.  There was a desire for more transparency on how medications are added and also 

eliminated.  

 

Eligibility: The July meeting was cancelled.  The previous issues are available through the official 

documents for this meeting (which were not provided to the public) 

 

Public Comment No public comment was offered.  

 

Action items and agenda topics for next scheduled meeting November 5, 2021  

• Organization Chart 

• Election of officers 

• Evaluation of the spend down requirement  

• Re=evaluation of the 90-day supply for medication that has been suspended 

• Next meeting is in November.  

 

Adjourn There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

 

*** 
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This summary contains supplemental information from third-party sources where that information provides clarity to 

the issues being discussed. Not every comment or statement from the speakers in these summaries is an exact 

transcription. For the purpose of brevity, their statements are often paraphrased. These documents should not be 

viewed as a word-for-word account of every meeting or hearing, but a summary. Every effort has been made to 

ensure the accuracy of these summaries. The information contained in this publication is the property of Texas Insight 

and is considered confidential and may contain proprietary information. It is meant solely for the intended recipient. 

Access to this published information by anyone else is unauthorized unless Texas Insight grants permission. If you 

are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted in reliance on this 

is prohibited. The views expressed in this publication are, unless otherwise stated, those of the author and not those 

of Texas Insight or its management. 


