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Call to Order & Welcome Remarks - DSHS Commissioner John Hellerstedt, M.D.  A quorum 

was present.  

 

Approval of Meeting Minutes from June 29, 2021 - Task Force Members.  The minutes were 

approved as written.  

 

COVID-19 Situation Update - DSHS Commissioner John Hellerstedt, M.D. 

 

As of September 20, 2021 There has been a decline in hospitalizations in the past couple of weeks.   

Total Cases:  

• 3,283,785  

• 7-day average for new daily cases is decreasing  

 

Current Hospitalizations:  

• 11,710 (trending down)  

 

Total Fatalities:  

• 60,832  

• 7-day average of new fatalities is slowly decreasing  

 

Molecular Positivity Rate: 15.65% 

 

DSHS Roles during the Pandemic 

• Coordinate state and local public health efforts.  

• Deploy medical staffing to hospitals, nursing facilities, and other healthcare entities.  

• Source and allocate therapeutics, medical supplies, and personal protective equipment.  

• Maintain public awareness and knowledge through multi-media platforms.  

• Provide guidance for individuals, businesses, and elected leaders.  

• Manage lab testing and capacity.  

• Collect, analyze, and report data.  

• Develop the infrastructure for equitable COVID-19 vaccine distribution. 

 

Medical Surge Staff 

• DSHS has mobilized 7,456 medical surge staff across Texas (Over 8,000 will be deployed by 

9/17/2021)  
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• 158 medical surge staff have been deployed to children's hospitals to support increased 

COVID-19 pediatric patients  

• 112 medical surge staff have been placed in Labor & Delivery units in hospitals across the 

state 

 

Durable Medical Equipment.  DSHS has deployed durable medical equipment (DME) to 196 facilities 

across Texas • 3,390 total DME deployed to hospitals including:  

• 209 Cardiac Monitors  

• 311 High Flow Oxygen System  

• 572 IV Pumps • 594 O2 Concentrators  

• 1,037 Ventilators  

• 9 Trailers deployed across Texas  

• 2 ambulances to support EMS  

 

2339 vaccines administered to homebound individuals and household members 

 

DSHS Support Activities 

 

DSHS COVID-19 Hotline: 2-1-1 Option 6 or coronavirus@dshs.Texas.gov   

• Operates Monday – Friday 8 AM – 5 PM CST, Saturday 8 AM – 1 PM CST, closed on Sundays  

• 3,273 calls received from 6/26/21 – 9/14/21  

• 2,638 emails received from 6/26/21 – 9/14/21  

Provider Webinars Tuesday & Thursdays  

 

Bi-weekly Tuesday Statewide Calls for local and regional healthcare professional 

 

Monoclonal Antibody Therapy 

DSHS Regional Infusion Centers (RICs)  

• 13,877 total infusions administered at DSHS RICs  

• Additional state infusion centers and +200 private infusion centers  

 

Criteria to receive monoclonal antibody therapy:  

• Doctor’s order  

• Pediatric patients 12 – 17 years and weighing at least 40 kg  

 

Supply at the federal level has decreased, and shipments to states will decrease  

mailto:coronavirus@dshs.Texas.gov
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• Federal allocations to states based on population, cases and hospitalizations, and adherence 

to reporting  

• DSHS implementing an equitable allocation strategy  

 

DSHS Therapeutics Hotline for Providers: • therapeutics@dshs.texas.gov 

 

Texas School Data 

TEA School Data Reported to DSHS between 7/27/2020 - 8/29/2021  

• 1,086 reported outbreaks • 143,563 number of students infected  

• 55,145 staff infected  

• 198,708 total number of cases  

 

Data Reporting Limitations  

• Time lapse in reporting  

• Variability in reporting, frequency, and completeness  

 

Texas Public Schools COVID-19 Data Dashboard--Texas Public Schools COVID-19 Data 

 

DSHS was awarded approximately $800 million in grants for public and private schools to:  

• Support screening testing to reopen and keep schools operating safely  

• Note: Houston received their own grant award  

 

DSHS and Texas Education Agency have been working closely to develop an implementation 

strategy 

 

School systems will have access to vendors to provide both rapid antigen and PCR test and staffing 

support. 

 

https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/schools/texas-education-agency/
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Reinfections in Texas 

• When an individual becomes infected with COVID-19, and then becomes reinfected. Most 

reinfection cases in Texas are in individuals 50 years and under  

• Variability of natural immunity; protection that vaccines offer is preferred  

• A total of 1,078 confirmed reinfections reported to DSHS between 1/1/2021 – 9/8/2021  

o 8.9% of total cases were hospitalized during their reinfection  

o 117 total reinfection cases in 0 – 19 years of age  

o 168 total reinfection cases in 20 – 29 years of age (highest rate) 

 

Vaccine Breakthrough Cases in Texas 

• Fully vaccinated status is 14 days after completion of vaccine primary series and is required 

to meet criteria to be considered a vaccine breakthrough  

• As the number of people who are vaccinated increases, the number of breakthrough cases is 

also expected to in increase  

• DSHS collects information on breakthrough cases that require hospitalization or result in 

fatality (per new CDC reporting request) 

• 693 confirmed vaccine breakthrough cases of heightened public health interest (clinically 

severe) that resulted in hospitalization 

o Most were 60 and older  

o 119 fatalities: 101 were in those 60 and older, and 89 had reported a known 

underlying health condition 

 

Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) in Texas 

• MIS-C in Texas as of 9/20/2021:  

o 231 total confirmed cases  

o Age range: 7 months-18 years old (median 9 years old)  

o Sex: 150 Male (65%), 81 Female (35%)  

o Race/Ethnicity: 121 Hispanic (52%), 55 Black (24%), 38 White (16%), 6 Asian (3%), 11 

Unknown (5%)  

• Hospital and ICU admission:  

o 231 Hospitalized  

o 155 ICU admission (67%)  

• Outcome:  

o 207 Discharged (90%)  

o 1 fatality  

o 23 unknown/lost to follow-up (10%) 
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SARS-CoV-2 Variants 

 

 

 

COVID has impacted the vaccine efforts negatively in other programs. 
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Congenital Syphilis 

 

In 2020, Public Health Follow-Up (PHFU )programs reported:  

• 60% experienced 50%-100% staff reassignment to COVID-19 related activities  

• 50% did not conduct field activities, limiting the number of timely notifications and field-

testing opportunities  

• Over 50% reported local STI clinic closures or operating at reduced capacity, impacting timely 

treatment for persons with an infection and those exposed to an infection  

 

PHFU programs continue to report:  

• Pregnant persons hesitant when seeking prenatal care, delaying early engagement in 

prenatal care and third trimester testing  

• Clients reporting concerns with access to emergency departments when penicillin 

desensitization is necessary to administer adequate treatment  

• Limited access to hospital medical records impacted timely identification of CS cases 

 

Texas COVID-19 Data Tools 
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• COVID-19 Texas Case Counts  

• County by county data  

• Filters display probable cases, estimated active, estimated recovered cases, and 

demographic fatality data  

• ArcGIS Dashboards  

• Texas Hospital Data Dashboard  

• Texas Data Vaccine Dashboard  

• Displays vaccine administration throughout the state  

• Tabs display demographic data, vaccines allocated, and sites of vaccinations  

• Workbook: COVID-19 Vaccine in Texas (Dashboard) Workbook: COVID-19 Vaccine in Texas 

(Dashboard) 

• Information for Hospital and Healthcare Professionals  

• Various FAQs and resources for providers on topics ranging from COVID-19 vaccines to 

COVID-19 Therapeutics  

• https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/healthprof.aspx#thera   

• COVID-19 Variants Tracker  

• https://dshs.texas.gov/news/updates.shtm#coronavirus  

 

Questions/Answers/Comments 

 

Has there been an increase in RSV.  DSHS stated that there has been an increase and in the wrong 

season.  RSV is not a reportable illness so data is voluntarily reported and may be under reported. 

 

Inquired about the deaths after April/May illustrating deaths related to vaccine resistant groups.  

The decline in childhood vaccinations during COVID. could possibly not bounce back.  DSHS stated 

that there have been changing demographics since April/May and a closer look is being conducted.  

In July minority deaths demonstrated an increase.   

 

Dr. Hellerstedt stated it would be good to see who is getting vaccinated now.    

 

 

COVID-19 Vaccine Update - Saroj Rai, Ph.D. The information presented today is based on 

CDC’s recent guidance and MAY change. September 21, 2021   

 

COVID-19 Vaccines BLA Status (Biologics Licensure Application) 

August 23, 2021, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved the first COVID-19 vaccine for 

ages 16 years and older. 

https://tabexternal.dshs.texas.gov/t/THD/views/COVID-19VaccineinTexasDashboard/Summary?:origin=card_share_link&:embed=y&:isGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y
https://tabexternal.dshs.texas.gov/t/THD/views/COVID-19VaccineinTexasDashboard/Summary?:origin=card_share_link&:embed=y&:isGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y
https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/healthprof.aspx#thera
https://dshs.texas.gov/news/updates.shtm#coronavirus
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• Marketed as Comirnaty™  

• Emergency use authorized for 12-15 years of age  

• Emergency use authorized for an additional dose in immunocompromised persons  

• Emergency use authorized for a booster dose in persons >65 years of age and those at 

severe risk of COVID-19? 

 

COVID-19 Vaccines BLA Status Full Approval (Biologics Licensure Application) 

Moderna has also submitted a biologics licensure application with the FDA.  However, the FDA has 

not yet provided a PDUFA* date ( * Prescription Drug User Fee Act (PDUFA) date: Once the FDA 

accepts a filing for the approval of a drug, the agency must complete its review process a specified 

time period. The date at the end of the review period is referred to as the PDUFA date) 

 

 J&J/Janssen has not yet begun their submission of their BLA with the FDA. Tentative timeline 4Q21 
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COVID-19 Vaccine Boosters 
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Path to Booster Dose Recommendation 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Vaccine for Pediatric Population 
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COVID-19 Vaccine Updates Children Younger than 11 Years of Age 

September 10th, 2021, the FDA issued a statement outlining the status and the steps it will take to 

authorize COVID-19 vaccine for this age group.  

• A follow-up period of at least about two months, to allow for proper safety monitoring 

following the administration of vaccine doses for at least half of the clinical trial vaccine 

recipients.  

• After manufacturers analyze their clinical trial data, they will compile the information and 

may request an emergency use authorization (EUA) or submit for approval a biologics 

license application (BLA), as appropriate, for this young population to the FDA.  

• When a completed request for EUA or approval has been received by the FDA, the agency 

will carefully, thoroughly and independently examine the data to evaluate benefits and risks 

and be prepared to complete its review as quickly as possible, likely in a matter of weeks 

rather than months. FDA Will Follow the Science On COVID-19 Vaccines for Young Children | 

FDA 

 

Yesterday, Pfizer announced results from their Phase 2/3 study in children 5-11 years of age. The 

dose for 5-11 years being evaluated is 10 mcg (versus 30 mcg for adults), 2-dose series given 21 days 

apart.  

• 2,268 participants randomized 2:1 (active vaccine: placebo)  

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-will-follow-science-covid-19-vaccines-young-children?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-will-follow-science-covid-19-vaccines-young-children?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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• “Showing a favorable safety profile and robust neutralizing antibody response”  

• “Plan to submit them to the FDA and other regulators with urgency”  

 

Pfizer is also studying the vaccine in children ages 6 months to 5 years of age. 

• The dose for this younger age cohort being evaluated is 3 mcg.  

• Anticipate timeline by 4Q21 

 

Moderna COVID-19 vaccine (mRNA-1273) study in young children ages 6 months to 11 years is 

ongoing. The 6 years to < 6 years old and 6mos to less than 2 years.  

 

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Plan Update - Imelda Garcia, MPH 
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2nd-Dose Text Message Reminder 

 

COVID-19 Vaccination Second-Dose Analysis 

 

 

• 1.8M individuals in ImmTrac2 have only 1st dose documented of 2-dose series.  

o Of the 1.8M, 1.3M have a phone number on file (landline or mobile).  

o Of the 1.3M Texans with a phone number on file, there were 1,048,576 unduplicated 

phone numbers associated with at least one individual in ImmTrac2 with only 1st 

dose documented of 2-dose series.  

• Text messages were sent to 1,048,576 phone numbers (September 7 - September 10, 2021).  

o Messages successfully delivered to 929,233 phone numbers (88.62% success rate).  

o Messages failed to be delivered to 119,343 phone numbers (11.38% failure rate).  

• All messages were sent in English. 

 

Hello!  

This is a friendly reminder from the Texas Department of State Health Services that someone at 

this number may be due for the 2nd dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. Getting your 2nd dose will give 

you the best protection against COVID-19. If you need any help finding a vaccine appointment, 

please contact your doctor or reach out to the Texas Vaccine Support Center at 1-833-832-7067. 

You can also schedule an appointment by going to https://getthevaccine.dshs.texas.gov/ . Thank 

you for helping keep Texans healthy and safe! 

 

 

 

 

https://getthevaccine.dshs.texas.gov/
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COVID-19 Vaccination Booster Doses 

 

 

Federal Long-Term Care COVID-19 Vaccine Access Campaign 

 

CDC will conduct outreach to ensure LTCFs’ residents and staff know where to go to access vaccines, 

as follows:  

1. Communicate with all LTCFs about where residents and staff can go in their communities 

to access vaccines. 

2. Post web content communicating how residents and staff can access vaccines.  

3. Provide additional support to Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNFs), if needed.  

o For SNFs indicating they need assistance through the National Healthcare Safety 

Network, state immunization programs will need to provide additional support.  
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o If a state immunization program determines that a facility is unable to obtain local 

access to vaccination support, CDC will match sites with pharmacy partners willing to 

help. 

 

Long-Term Care COVID-19 Vaccination Texas Plan 

 

Step 1: Informational/Educational Messaging Encouraging LTCFs to Rely on Organic Relationships 

with Vaccine Providers  

• DSHS sent a communication to all LTCFs to order vaccine and have vaccine inventory on-

hand in anticipation of boosters.  

Step 2: Survey to LTCFs  

• Assessing the need for vaccinations  

Step 3: HHSC submit STARs Based on Survey Results  

Step 4: DSHS Coordinate the Deployment of Vaccine Teams to LTCFs  

• TMD vaccine teams will be deployed first 

 

Federal Mandates 

• These new requirements will cover 100 million Americans (2/3 of US workers).  

• The Department of Labor (through OSHA) will issue an emergency rule in the coming weeks 

requiring all businesses with 100 employees or more to require COVID vaccinations or get 

tested weekly at minimum.  

o This will encompass 80 million U.S. workers. The Department of Labor will also 

require all businesses with 100 employees or more to provide PTO to employees to 

get vaccinated.  

• President Biden signed an Executive Order to require all federal branch employees and 

contractors to be vaccinated.  

o No option for weekly testing.  

• A new CMS rule will require all healthcare workers in most settings (homecare, hospitals, 

long term care, dialysis etc.) that receive Medicaid and Medicare reimbursements to get 

vaccinated.  

o This encompasses 50,000 providers and 17 million healthcare workers.  

o No option for weekly testing. 
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Looking Forward 

 

 

COVID-19 Vaccine Areas of Focus 

 

1. Continued emphasis on vaccinating the unvaccinated (Over 7 Million eligible Texans are 

completely unvaccinated)  

 

2. Implementation of boosters for eligible population  

 

3. Planning for pediatric (5-11 years) vaccination 

 

 

Questions/Answers/Comments 

 

What is the impact of starting with one vaccine and getting a booster from a different vaccine?  DSHS 

stated it is recommended you stick with the vaccine you started with.  If one gets a booster from a 
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different vaccine, it is considered an adverse event had has to be reported to the Adverse Event 

Reporting System.  There have been very few cross-vaccine incidents.   

 

Personal observations in Galveston vaccinations have fallen off.  

 

Our data is clear that the nonpharmaceutical interventions work (social distancing and other 

behavioral changes).  Vaccines are additive.   

 

When does the CMS rule go into effect? DSHS stated they believe it takes effect in October and the 

others take effect in November. 

 

With the mandates allowing opting out, are the number of testing kits available a concern?  Dr. 

Hellerstedt stated there is general concern that we do not have enough testing material.  The Rapid 

Test is being purchased for the professional and the at home test.  They are harder to access now. It 

is wrong to assume a negative test today is eternal and all you need.  

 

Public Comment. No public comment was offered. 

 

Planning and Discussion of Future Meeting Topics –  

• COVID Updates 

• Other issues 

• How will we catch up with the decline in vaccinations for other diseases 

• Impact of border issues on public health 

• Early December meeting 

 

Adjourn – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

 

*** 

The information contained in this publication is the property of Texas Insight and is considered confidential and 

may contain proprietary information. It is meant solely for the intended recipient. Access to this published 

information by anyone else is unauthorized unless Texas Insight grants permission.  If you are not the intended 

recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted in reliance on this is prohibited.  The 

views expressed in this publication are, unless otherwise stated, those of the author and not those of Texas Insight 

or its management. 

 


