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Task Force on Infectious Disease Preparedness and Response provides expert, evidence-based 

assessments, protocols, and recommendations related to state responses to infectious diseases and 

serves as a reliable and transparent source of information and education for Texas leadership and 

citizens. 

 

On October 6, 2014, Governor Rick Perry created the Texas Task Force on Infectious Disease 

Preparedness and Response through Executive Order RP-79. The Task Force was composed of 

seventeen members, and included representatives from pertinent state agencies, as well as experts 

in infectious disease, emergency management, and in public health preparedness and response. 

H.B. 2950, 84th Legislature, Regular Session, 2015, codified the Task Force on Infectious Disease 

Preparedness and Response in Texas Health and Safety Code (HSC) Chapter 81, Subchapter J. The 

Task Force is required to provide expert, evidence-based assessments, protocols, and 

recommendations related to state responses to infectious diseases, as well as serve as a source of 

information and education. The member roster appears below. 

 

https://dshs.texas.gov/TaskForceID/
http://www.lrl.state.tx.us/legeLeaders/governors/displayDocs.cfm?govdoctypeID=5&governorID=44
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1. Call to Order & Welcome Remarks - DSHS Commissioner John Hellerstedt, M.D. A 

quorum was present.  

 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes from September 21, 2021 - Task Force Members.  

The minutes were approved as written.  

 

3. COVID-19 Situation Update - DSHS Commissioner John Hellerstedt, M.D. 

As of December 2, 2021.  The topic of the day of course is the Omicron variant. The snapshot of 

COVID in Texas appears below.  

• Total Cases:-- 3,588,012  

• 7-day average for new daily cases is decreasing  

• Current Hospitalizations:  2,893 (increasing)  

• Total Fatalities:-- 72,808• 

• 7-day average of new fatalities is slowly decreasing  

• Molecular Positivity Rate: • 8.57% (increasing) 
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The Commissioner stated that prevention efforts regarding the omicron variant will be key in 

controlling it.  We are heading into a time when wearing masks would be wise regardless of 

vaccination status.  

 

 

Epidemiolocal Trends: SARS-CoV-2 Variants 
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CDC- Texas Data, 8/20/2021 – 11/27/2021 
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Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C), Texas (N=300)* 

 

• Median Age (Range): 9 years (1 month-18 years) 

• Sex: 196 Male (65%), 104 Female (35%)  

• Race/Ethnicity: 159 Hispanic (53%), 68 Black (23%), 55 White (18%), 7 Asian (2%), 11 Unknown 

(4%)  

• MIS-C Symptom Onset (fever) Date Range: 4/5/2020-11/5/2021  

• Public Health Region: PHR 1 (9), PHR 2/3 (136), PHR 4/5N (8), PHR 6/5S (54), PHR 7 (35), PHR 8 

(6), PHR 9/10 (1), PHR 11 (51)  

• Hospital and ICU Admission: 300 Hospitalized (100%), 200 ICU Admission (67%)  

• Outcome: 263 Discharged (88%), 3 Died (1%), 34 Unknown/Lost to Follow-up (11%)  

*Data as of November 29, 2021 
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Omicron  

• Omicron is a newly described variant  

o Identified in Botswana on 11/11/2021, now identified in >20 countries  

o First US case identified 12/1/2021 in California  

o Most early cases travel-related, but now indication of community transmission  

• Has ~30 mutations within the spike protein  

o Important region for determining how well the virus infects cells  

o Target for therapeutics and for antibodies that have been developed in response to 

prior infection or vaccination  

o Most divergent variant to have significant spread 

 

 

 

Response to Omicron  

• US response  

• Presidential proclamation/travel requirements 

• Increased sequencing  

• DSHS response  

• Increased sequencing  

o DSHS lab  
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o Sequencing Partnership  

• Communications  

o Prevention strategies, including vaccination 

 

DSHS Data Tools 

 

Texas COVID-19 Data Tools 

• COVID-19 Texas Case Counts  

• County by county data  

• Filters display probable cases, estimated active, estimated recovered cases, and demographic 

fatality data  

• ArcGIS Dashboards   

• Texas Hospital Data Dashboard  

• Texas Data Vaccine Dashboard  

• Displays vaccine administration throughout the state  

• Tabs display demographic data, vaccines allocated, and sites of vaccinations  

• Workbook: COVID-19 Vaccine in Texas (Dashboard)  

• Information for Hospital and Healthcare Professionals  

• Various FAQs and resources for providers on topics ranging from COVID-19 vaccines to COVID-19 

Therapeutics  

• https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/healthprof.aspx#thera   

• COVID-19 Variants Tracker  

• https://dshs.texas.gov/news/updates.shtm#coronavirus  

 

For more information see Agenda Item 3_COVID-19 Situation Update 12.2.21 (3).pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/healthprof.aspx#thera
https://dshs.texas.gov/news/updates.shtm#coronavirus
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/Agenda%20Item%203_COVID-19%20Situation%20Update%2012.2.21%20(3).pdf
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4. COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations Update - Saroj Rai, Ph.D. 
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COVID-19 Vaccine Boosters 

 

• November 29, 2021, in response to the Omicron variant, United Kingdom recommended 

boosters to all individuals 18 years and older at a reduced minimum of 3 months post 

completion of the primary series.  

• November 30, 2021, Pfizer has submitted a request to the FDA to expand the booster dose 

to all individuals 16 years and older. 

 

The information presented today is based on CDC’s recent guidance and MAY change. 

 

 

5. Vaccine Update and COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Plan - Imelda Garcia, MPH 

 

 

 

 

 

Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine Pediatric (5-11 yrs.) Order & Distribution 
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• Similar to the start of the COVID-19 vaccination efforts last year, the pediatric vaccine was 

under allocation at launch on November 2, 2021  

• Texas received 1,010,700 doses of allocation at launch  

• There were additional federal doses as a part of the Federal Retail Pharmacy Program (FRPP)  

• To date, a total of 2,207,820 (1,405,420 state doses & 802,400 federal doses) pediatric 

vaccine doses have been shipped to Texas providers  

• Currently, providers can order as much or as little as 1 vial (10 doses) of the pediatric vaccine 
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Individuals Eligible for Booster by Month – All Vaccines 

 

 

 

Eligible Individuals Who Received a Booster – All Vaccines 
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People (>65 yrs.) Boosters Details for Selected Counties 
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COVID-19 Vaccine Areas of Focus 
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1. Continued emphasis on vaccinating the unvaccinated ages 5 years and older  

• 9.66 Million eligible Texans are completely unvaccinated  

2. Emphasis on boosters for eligible population  

3. Planning for pediatric (2-4 years) vaccination 
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The Commissioner stated that unequivocally, the unvaccinated, and in Texas those numbers are 

large, are at significant risk of catching COVID.  

 

6. Respiratory Viruses Update- Jennifer Shuford, M.D. 

Influenza/ Respiratory Syncytial Virus  

 

Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 

• RNA virus primarily spread via respiratory droplets when a person coughs or sneezes  

• Most common cause of bronchiolitis and pneumonia in children under one year of age in 

the US  

• Infants, young children, and older adults with chronic medical conditions are at risk of severe 

disease from RSV  

• In the US, RSV infections usually occur during the fall and winter cold and flu season 

RSV season is defined as:  

• Antigen tests are > 10% positivity and/or PCR tests are > 3% positivity for two consecutive 

weeks  

Palivizumab (Synagis) is a monoclonal antibody infusion that can be used during RSV season to 

prevent RSV in high-risk children  

• costs about $2500 a dose  

• High risk children typically require 5 (sometimes 6) doses per RSV season 
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Follow this link for Health Advisories.  HEALTH ADVISORY: Increased Interseasonal Respiratory 

Syncytial Virus (RSV) Activity in Texas 

 

Influenza 

 

• Respiratory infection caused by the influenza virus (Influenza A and Influenza B) • Seasonal 

epidemics from late fall through the spring 

• ~5-20% of population may be infected in flu season  

• Causes significant morbidity and mortality  

• Flu is not a notifiable condition, except in the case of:  

o Pediatric flu deaths  

o Flu outbreaks  

o Novel influenza infections 

 

 

 

https://dshs.texas.gov/news/releases/2021/HealthAdvisory-20210616.aspx
https://dshs.texas.gov/news/releases/2021/HealthAdvisory-20210616.aspx
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Texas Flu and COVID-19- Associated Pediatric Deaths, 2015-2022 

 

 

Texas Influenza-like Illness 2018-2022 
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US Influenza-like Illness- 11/6/21-11/13/21 

 

 

 

Texas Hospital Flu Testing Results- 2021-2022 
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US Clinical Flu Testing- 2021-2022 

 

 

 

HAN Archive - 00458 | Health Alert Network (HAN) (cdc.gov) Increasing Seasonal Influenza A 

(H3N2) Activity, Especially Among Young Adults and in College and University Settings, During 

SARS-CoV-2 Co-Circulation 

 

 

7.  Update on Other Infectious Diseases - Imelda Garcia, MPH 

 

Texas Notifiable Disease Conditions in the National Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

(NEDSS) 

 

https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2021/han00458.asp
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Comments from Members on topics reported above 

 

DSHS was interested in increases in congenital syphilis and HIV.  Is that still an issue? DSHS stated 

that there is no new data on these topics. They will check back with staff.  There is a new high of 

congenital syphilis There has been an uptake in HIV testing.  

 

Is there an opportunity with the new strain if the state shouldn’t start a new aggressive campaign?  

DSHS stated they have researched messaging around vaccination hesitation. We must all play a role 

in changing the mindset. Omicron is an issue, but the majority of people hospitalized and dying are 

from Delta. It’s a challenge to be trusted.  

 

Public officials say they are for vaccines, but they qualify their statements which makes people feel a 

conflict.  The freedom argument has been very destructive. Public officials should be educated  on 

the damage they are causing.  

 

The data in South Africa has shown Omicron reinfection.  We should be telling people to get that 

third booster vaccination.  

 

8. Public Comment  There was no public comment provided 

 

9. Planning and Discussion of Future Meeting Topics - Task Force Members 

• COVID Updates 

• Perhaps a meeting near Valentine’s Day 

• Report on tropical diseases and contractor publications 

There were other items p[possibly discussed 

 

10. Adjourn - DSHS Commissioner John Hellerstedt, M.D. 
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*** 

 

This summary contains supplemental information from third-party sources where that information provides clarity to 

the issues being discussed. Not every comment or statement from the speakers in these summaries is an exact 

transcription. For the purpose of brevity, their statements are often paraphrased. These documents should not be 

viewed as a word-for-word account of every meeting or hearing, but a summary. Every effort has been made to 

ensure the accuracy of these summaries. The information contained in this publication is the property of Texas Insight 

and is considered confidential and may contain proprietary information. It is meant solely for the intended recipient. 

Access to this published information by anyone else is unauthorized unless Texas Insight grants permission. If you 

are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted in reliance on this 

is prohibited. The views expressed in this publication are, unless otherwise stated, those of the author and not those 

of Texas Insight or its management. 

 


