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Victoria Ford, MPA – President & Chief Executive Officer, Texas Healthcare and Bioscience 
Institute 

Victoria Ford has 29 years of Texas public policy and administration 
experience. As Chief Policy and Regulatory Officer at the Texas Health and 
Human Services Commission, she managed 2,200 employees across five 
divisions, overseeing health care facility regulation, business process 
improvements, and data analytics. Ford also served twice as Acting Chief 
Operating Officer, supporting 38,000 employees.  

She spent nearly 12 years as a Government Affairs advisor at K&L Gates, 
assisting Fortune 500 companies and nonprofits in navigating Texas’ 
executive and legislative branches.  

Ford has held key roles in health and human services policy, including Senior 
Advisor in Governor Rick Perry’s office and Deputy Legislative Director, 

handling tax and economic development issues. She also served as Legislative Director in both the Texas 
House and Senate.  

Ford holds a bachelor’s in political science from UT San Antonio and a Master of Public Administration. 
She served in leadership roles at the Child Advocacy Centers Association of Texas and the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society. 

Greg Hansch, LMSW – Executive Director, National Alliance on Mental Illness, Texas (moderator) 

Greg Hansch serves as the Executive Director of NAMI Texas. He joined 
NAMI Texas in 2012, and has previously served in government affairs roles. 
In his current role, he is responsible for providing direction and leadership 
toward the achievement of NAMI Texas’ mission. He is a Licensed Masters-
Level Social Worker and a family member of a person with serious mental 
illness. He received a master’s degree in social work with a concentration in 
nonprofit and public management from Rutgers University and a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in government and politics from the University of Maryland. 
He is an alumnus of the Policy Academy of the Hogg Foundation for Mental 
Health at the University of Texas at Austin. One of his proudest professional 
achievements is earning NAMI’s Richard T. Greer Advocacy Award for “his 
outstanding work, leadership, and service on behalf of all people living with 
mental illness.” 
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Rep. Donna Howard, BSN, MA – Texas House District 48 

A native Austinite, Representative Donna Howard was elected to the Texas 
House of Representatives in 2006, where she currently serves as Vice-Chair 
of the Article II Subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee and 
Vice-Chair of the Higher Education Committee. In addition, Rep. Howard 
serves as the Chairwoman of the Texas Women’s Health Caucus, the largest 
caucus in the country solely focused on advancing women’s health policy. 

Before her election to the Texas House, Rep. Howard earned a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing and a master’s degree in health education from the 
University of Texas at Austin. She worked as a critical care nurse at 
Brackenridge and Seton hospitals, as well as Austin’s first hospital-based 
Patient Education Coordinator. In addition, Rep. Howard has served as 
president of the Texas Nurses Association (District 5), a health education 

instructor at The University of Texas, and a member of the Eames ISD school board for the 1996-1999 
term. She has served on the boards of Austin Area Interreligious Ministries, Common Cause Texas, Texas 
Freedom Network, and the Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy. She now serves as a board 
member of the Expanding Horizons Foundation, supporting low-income housing and education. 

Representative Howard was married to attorney Derek Howard for 40 wonderful years, and they proudly 
raised three children together. Rep. Howard is also a grandmother to seven perfect grandchildren. 

 
Trina Ita, MA, LPC – Deputy Executive Commissioner for Behavioral Health Services, Texas 
Health and Human Services Commission 

  
Trina K. Ita is the deputy executive commissioner for Behavioral Health 
Services at the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) with 
over 30 years of experience in behavioral health both in the public and 
private sectors. She is responsible for overseeing a budget estimated at over 
$1.5 billion directed towards the implementation of statewide policy and 
delivery of community-based services and supports for people with 
behavioral health conditions. She also serves as the Single State Authority 
representative for Texas for the Mental Health and Substance Use 
Prevention Treatment and Recovery Services Block Grants. 
 
Mrs. Ita has spent the last 15 years supporting and directing various 
behavioral health programs at HHSC, Department of State Health Services 

and the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS). Most recently, she served as the first chief 
strategist of the Office of Behavioral Health Strategy at DFPS, a position created by the Legislature to help 
DFPS better address the behavioral health needs of children and families. Mrs. Ita is a licensed professional 
counselor with a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Tuskegee University and a master’s degree in 
community agency counseling from Kean University. She is currently a doctoral candidate at the Cummings 
Graduate Institute for Behavioral Health Studies. 
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Jessica Jackson, MA, PhD – Vice President of Alliance Development, Mental Health America 

Dr. Jessica Jackson (she/her) is a licensed psychologist and the Vice 
President of Alliance Development at Mental Health America, where she 
leads high-impact partnerships and cross-sector collaboration to 
strengthen the nation’s mental health ecosystem. With more than 15 years 
of experience across startups, hospitals, nonprofits, and the United Nations, 
she operates at the nexus of equity, innovation, and care delivery, helping 
organizations build culturally responsive, tech-enabled solutions that reach 
underserved and high-acuity populations. A former assistant professor of 
psychiatry, Dr. Jackson brings academic rigor to real-world challenges, 
grounding her work in research on dismantling barriers to treatment and 
amplifying lived experience voices in neuroscience and mental health 
innovation. 

Hon. Oscar Kazen, JD – Presiding Judge, Bexar County Probate Court 1 

Judge Oscar J. Kazen is the Presiding Judge of Bexar County Probate Court 
1. He previously served as the Associate Probate Judge for Bexar County 
Probate Court #1, as well as a Family Law Master, and the former Judge 
Presiding of Bexar County Court at Law #9. During his 20 years of judicial 
service, he has presided over 100 jury trials without reversal or remand. 
Shortly after his election in 2002, he realized his passion for helping 
individuals suffering with addiction and mental illness. Judge Kazen began 
one of the first Drug Courts in Bexar County. He next created, and oversaw, 
the implementation of the first fully operational civil Assisted Outpatient 
Treatment (A.O.T.) Court in Texas. The AOT Court serves as the intersection 
between the law and treatment of individuals with serious mental illness. 
This court now serves as a national model, saving lives and lessening the 

suffering of those with serious mental illness, offering an alternative to hospitalization and incarceration. 
He is a designated subject matter expert who lectures nationally and testifies before various state 
legislatures. Prior to his judicial career, he was the Managing Partner of Kazen & Robberson. Judge Kazen 
earned his J.D. from Thurgood Marshall School of Law and his B.A. from The University of Texas. Judge 
Kazen is a United States Marine Corps Veteran. He is often quoted as saying: “It’s just a robe, not a crown.” 
He is married to Melissa. 
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Thomas J. Kim, MD, MPH – Founder, Geste Health 

Dr. Thomas J. Kim is an internist and psychiatrist dedicated to evolving how 
we deliver community-based care. With over 20 years of experience, Dr. Kim 
sits at the intersection of digital and clinical health innovation, specializing 
in telehealth, HIT, and the emerging field of psychedelic-assisted therapies. 
As the Founder of Geste Health and Principal of AGMP Telehealth, Dr. Kim 
champions a patient-centric model that “meets patients where they are.” 
His diverse career spans academia, government, and industry, where he has 
designed systems of care for the most vulnerable—including incarcerated 
individuals, veterans, elderly, disaster victims, and those navigating 
substance dependence. Dr. Kim’s holistic approach is rooted in his academic 
foundation, holding a BA in Philosophy from Georgetown University and an 
MD, MPH from Tulane University. He completed his combined residency and 

General Medicine Fellowship at Tulane, solidifying his commitment to treating the “whole patient” 
through integrated, innovative, value-based solutions. 

Mike Maples, LPC, LMFT – Chief Executive Officer, Bluebonnet Trails Community Services 

Mike Maples, LPC, LMFT, is the Chief Executive Officer at Bluebonnet Trails 
Community Services, where he oversees a range of health programs that 
address behavioral health, crisis services, and developmental disabilities 
and substance abuse disorder issues across Central Texas. Mike also brings 
his experience as a Behavioral Health Executive with the Health and Human 
Services Commission.  

With a focus on person-centered approaches and recovery strategies, Mike 
brings extensive experience in mental health care and crisis management 
for individuals and families. His unwavering commitment to ensuring the 
successful delivery of services at Bluebonnet Trails across multiple counties 
makes critical mental health resources available to communities. 

Mike Maples earned a master’s degree from St. Edward’s University from 1990 to 1992. Before that, Mike 
obtained a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. He is a Licensed 
Professional Counselor and a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist.  

Bluebonnet Trails offers comprehensive behavioral health services, including crisis services, counseling, 
medication management, early childhood intervention, autism services, substance abuse disorder 
services and employment assistance, ensuring support for individuals in need throughout the region. 
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Speaker Pro Tem Joe Moody, JD – Texas House District 78 

Joe Moody is Speaker Pro Tempore of the Texas House of Representatives, a 
position he’s held under three different speakers. He serves on the 
committees on House Administration, General Investigating, Judiciary & Civil 
Jurisprudence, and Criminal Jurisprudence. He’s also the founder and co-
chair of the Criminal Justice Reform Caucus. 

Joe is a lifelong El Pasoan who followed the example of public service set by 
his father, District Judge William Moody, and his mother, El Paso school 
teacher Magdalena Morales-Moody. Joe was married to Adrianne Riley in 
2011. They have two sons and one daughter: William, Preston, and Ryleigh. 
Although Joe’s legislative work has touched on topics from veterans issues 
and mental health to education and equality, his passion has been criminal 

justice reform. He’s devoted particular attention to preventing wrongful convictions, rightsizing penalties 
for drug offenses and for juvenile offenders, and improving access to justice for the indigent. 

Joe’s work has earned him numerous accolades, including awards from the Mexican American Legislative 
Caucus, the Texas District and County Attorneys Association, the Meadows Mental Health Policy Institute, 
and Equality Texas. He was named a top ten legislator in 2017 and 2019 by Texas Monthly, Newsmaker of 
the Year in 2023 by the El Paso Times, and Texan of the Year by The Dallas Morning News in 2024. 

Sana Qureshi, PharmD, BCPS – Medical Science Liaison, Teva Pharmaceuticals 

Sana Qureshi, PharmD, BCPS is an accomplished clinical pharmacist with 
more than a decade of experience across academic medical centers and 
large healthcare systems. Her career includes impactful leadership as a 
Clinical Coordinator, where she advanced patient care practices and guided 
pharmacy teams through evolving evidence in pharmacotherapy. 

Sana currently serves as a Medical Science Liaison on the Psychiatry team 
at Teva, where she is dedicated to improving mental health outcomes 
through science-driven, patient-centered innovation. A committed 
advocate for mental health, she collaborates closely with national and 
regional thought leaders, sharing emerging clinical insights and supporting 
initiatives aimed at enhancing care for individuals living with schizophrenia. 

 

 

 

 

 



National Dialogue on Schizophrenia: Texas - Speaker Bios – February 4, 2026 
 

6 | P a g e  
National Dialogue on Schizophrenia: Texas – February 4, 2026 

Eric Smith – Commissioner, Texas Judicial Commission on Mental Health;  Consultant 

Eric Smith is a commissioner with the Texas Judicial Commission on Mental 
Health, as well as a mental health advocate, public speaker, and consultant. 
As founder and owner of international consulting business Eric W. T. Smith 
Consulting, Eric works directly with families and individuals impacted by 
serious mental illness and related matters. At the invitation of Stanford 
University professors, Eric presented for Stanford law students and forensic 
psychiatry fellows on multiple occasions. Eric’s media appearances include 
People magazine, The Wall Street Journal, Oprah Daily, National Public 
Radio, Houston Chronicle, San Antonio Express-News, ABC13 Houston, 
KSAT12 News, Spectrum News, Dr. Drew’s podcast and live show, New York 
Daily News, and Yahoo! News. Eric is a member of the board of directors for 
the Schizophrenia & Psychosis Action Alliance (S&PAA). Part of Eric’s 

journey is in the book You Are Not Alone, written by National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Chief 
Medical Officer Dr. Ken Duckworth. Eric wrote a chapter about being incarcerated without treatment for 
mental illness in Navigating Bipolar Country, a book that reached #1 in Amazon’s New Releases in five 
categories. Eric Smith is a Teva Ambassador and is being compensated for his time. 

Dave Zook, JD – Chair, Faegre Drinker Consulting (moderator) 

For more than three decades, Dave Zook has delivered a wide array of 
policy, financing, and program results across the health and life sciences 
domain. His work often involves building complex collaborations among 
both sector-specific and nontraditional allies to produce technically and 
politically persuasive solutions.  

In the mental health arena, Dave has recently led support for a landmark 
Voice of the Patient report in Schizophrenia to inform therapy 
development, as well as a post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) coalition to 
align advocacy by national organizations focused on different trauma 
pathways. He is a partner with Faegre Drinker, based in Washington, DC. 

 

 


